About holding the Global QA Conference
in light of the possible impact of Novel Coronavirus

Dear Colleagues,

The Coronavirus has been spreading rapidly inside and outside China for the last few weeks, although
the vast majority of cases outside China stem from a travel history to Wuhan.

In response to this situation, WHO declared a Public Health Emergency of International Concern over
the global outbreak of Novel Coronavirus. On the other hand, WHO also indicated that they do not
recommend trade and travel restrictions. They also stated that we should support the countries with a
weaker health system, develop a vaccine, anti-viral treatments, diagnostic methods, prevent reputational
damage, and share the correct information with each other.

The Japanese Government has started to ban entry of foreigners who have stayed in Hubei within the
last 14 days and/or have a Chinese passport issued in Hubei, unless the circumstances are exceptional.

Under these circumstances, the Japan Society of Quality Assurance (JSQA) considered the pros and
cons of holding the Global QA Conference, and most importantly, the safety of the participants.
Because the opinion of the Japanese Cabinet Secretariat; is that Coronavirus infection has not broken
out in Japan at the moment, we have finally decided that we will hold the conference in Sendai from
17 -20 February, 2020 as scheduled.

We will update the latest information and any decision caused by changes in the situation to our official
website.
Thank you for your consideration.

4 February, 2020
Yoshinobu Hirayama

President
Japan Society of Quality Assurance
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